There is a strong indication that a large pro?
portion had been part of the intellectual elite. The mobility of the teachers and clerics who traditionally traveled throughout the region and beyond to proselytize and recruit students made them particularly vulnerable to kid? nappers and slave traders.
On the other side of the ocean, the literacy of enslaved Muslims set them apart from most of their contemporaries.
Coming from oral cultures, the non-Muslim Africans were not literate; neither were the native-born slaves because their napped as a teenager and spent 30 years as a slave in Ja? maica before returning home in 1835, wrote three copies of his autobiography in 1834.
"Koranic curriculum included studies in grammar, philosophy, philology, law, and theology."
Contrary to popular belief that portrays them as ignorant peasants, for almost 400 years, large numbers of enslaved Africans were actively engaged in reading and writing exer?
cises that covered the production of religious texts, occult pro? tections, correspondence, proselytism, uprising planning, and autobiographies. They preserved their literacy as best they could, with imagination, a strong will, and utmost dedication.
A long tradition of literacy for all and higher education for some could not be erased even in the most damaging condi?
tions. In a depressing, hostile world, the literate Africans used their knowledge to keep intellectually alert, to defend and pro? tect themselves and their communities, and to affirm their value as human beings and cultured men and women. galized the apprehension of runaway slaves in free states and their return to slavery in southern states. As a result, those slaves who had been able to escape and cross the Mason-Dixon Line were no longer free or safe. Feder? al troops and marshals in free states were regularly called upon to enforce the Fugitive Slave Act. Also, bounty hunters routinely rounded up escaped slaves. In some cases, even freedmen were brought back to slave states for sale.
In the spring of 1851, Shadrach Minkins, a slave who had escaped from Virginia, worked as a waiter in a down? town Boston restaurant. He was apprehended by federal marshals under the Fugitive Slave Act. The marshals had been informed of Minkins' whereabouts by a bounty hunter employed by Virginia slaveowners. But when Minkins was arraigned in Boston's federal courthouse, a group of 20 blacks stormed the courtroom, overwhelmed the attending constables, and whisked Minkins off to safety. After this incident, fliers similar to the one above were posted all over the city of Boston.
